
His auspicious debut at a 1935 football game between Mississippi State and
Alabama brought the Bulldogs good luck and a 20-7 victory.

More than 72 years later, the university’s canine mascot has become an
icon. Because people instantly see Bully as the face of MSU, he must look good,
feel great and behave properly to create a favorable impression. He succeeds as
a goodwill ambassador because of the College of Veterinary Medicine’s com-
prehensive approach to overseeing his health care and daily routine.

Six-year-old Bully is the 19th English bulldog to assume the role of offi-
cial mascot. Born in Waynesboro, he is a descendant of Bully XVI and Bully
XVII and registered by the American Kennel Club as “Mississippi’s TaTonka
Gold.” Unlike his predecessors, Bully is the first bulldog mascot owned by the
university and trained into the role from the time he was 8 weeks old.

“We made an effort to put this cute, little, rambunctious puppy we had
found after an 18-month search through some of the experiences he would have
as an adult working dog,” said Dr. Margaret Kern, Bully’s primary care veteri-
narian. “We took him to band and football practice, we walked him on the turf
at Scott Field, and we took him to university functions to get him used to being
around people.”

Veterinary technician Lisa Chrestman was assigned the role of trainer,
guardian and scheduler for Bully. She quickly became his “mama,” too.
Chrestman and her family (husband Al, son Austin, 15, and daughter Laura
Grace, 9) have raised the mascot as a family pet at their home in Mathiston. He
still resides there, along with two other dogs and three cats.

“My children think living with Bully is just awesome,” Chrestman said.
“At home, he loves to roll in the dirt and then shake off a huge cloud of dust.”

Bully, who is affectionately nicknamed “T” by his family and CVM asso-
ciates, rides to work with Chrestman and leaves with her when the day is done.
He eats an evening meal of nutritionally balanced dog food and enjoys doggie
treats, but he is not allowed to have people food except for stray popcorn on the
floor of Humphrey Coliseum at basketball games.
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Life as MSU
Mascot Suits
Bully to a

“T”
By Patti Drapala
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Canine physical therapist Ruby Lynn Carter-Smith
helps Bully maneuver around in the whirlpool.



“Everything we do with Bully is
based on the principle that his health and
well-being come first,” Chrestman said.

Chrestman remains at Bully’s side
for all public appearances, which include
all football games, all home basketball
games and several spring baseball games
at home while the weather is tolerable.

“Bully knows exactly when it’s
game day,” Chrestman said. “When he
sees us get out the traditional MSU
leather harness, he automatically goes
into work mode.”

Because of their anatomy, many
bulldogs are stressed by a combination of
heat, humidity and overexertion, Kern
said. The stress from those situations can
cause respiratory difficulties. Some bull-
dogs are also prone to arthritis and other
joint problems. Their body structure limits
the amount of strenuous physical activity
they can endure.

“We examine Bully the day before
and the day of all public appearances to make sure he is capable
of enduring the physical performance that is required of him,”
Kern said. “I look closely for signs of breathing difficulty, partic-
ularly during and after exercise.”

Bully is a healthy, happy dog who exudes personality and
exemplifies the standard of the breed. He weighs approximately
55 pounds, and his red-fawn and white coat is soft and thick. His
confident nature allows him to remain unfazed by the excite-
ment of sporting events and meeting strangers.

“Mrs. Chrestman’s personal vehicle is identified with
magnetic signs that state that the official MSU mascot is on
board,” Kern noted. “Adoring fans, who often want to see him
in the car, always yield to the vehicle.”

Bully has such an outgoing, friendly disposition that other
Southeastern Conference mascots such as Auburn’s Aubie,
Alabama’s Big Al and LSU’s Mike the Tiger seek Bully out for a
photo op.

“The other SEC schools have really been super to us,”
Chrestman said. “They have provided us with access to veteri-
nary care and air-conditioning, and the fans want to pet and pose
with Bully.”

Elementary and secondary school students in Mississippi
and neighboring states clamor for Bully’s attention also.

“The schoolchildren get excited when they hear ‘Who Let
the Dogs Out’ because they know Bully’s getting ready to
appear,” Kern said.

Bully must maintain limber joints, a sleek physique and a
consistent level of energy to enjoy the public adoration. Kern has
prescribed a health maintenance program of massage therapy,
exercise and whirlpool treatments that Bully undergoes three
times a week for approximately an hour.

To begin his workout, Bully receives a muscle massage by
canine physical therapist Ruby Lynn Carter-Smith. Carter-Smith
uses the massage, which is a series of hand strokes from his head
down to his toes, to relax Bully and establish a bond between
patient and therapist.

The massage also prepares his mus-
cles for a short run on a treadmill to build
up endurance.

“We start out at a slow speed,”
Carter-Smith said. “Sometimes we will
have a person in front of the treadmill,
another behind it and me standing on the
frame over him while he’s walking to give
him security and monitor his progress.”

Treadmill training is followed by
several run-throughs on the cavaletti rails,
a system of poles that are staggered in
height, to flex his joints and muscles as he
steps over them.

“We usually start out with the poles
low to the ground, and we raise them to
give Bully’s muscles a challenge,” she
said.

Once the workout concludes, Bully
heads to the whirlpool where he is
immersed up to his neck for 15 minutes of
hydrotherapy. The gentle bubbles ease the
strain put on his joints and muscles dur-

ing the exercise routine.
The whirlpool does not faze Bully. Because he receives a

bath and grooming before every public appearance, Bully is
comfortable in water, Chrestman said. She and other veterinary
technicians check his eyes and clean the characteristic folds
around his muzzle. He welcomes the attention because he
knows he will get his tummy rubbed and his back scratched.

In addition to Bully’s daily monitoring, he also gets com-
prehensive checkups by Kern every 6 weeks. She examines
Bully’s eyes, ears, teeth, gums, throat, skin, joints, coat and paws.
She also supervises the administration of preventive medications
and vaccinations.

“Bully has a little cowbell on his harness, and when he
walks through the halls of the animal hospital, everyone knows
he’s coming,” Kern said. “This gives people enough time to
quickly locate his treats.”

Kern is always on-call should Bully need medical assis-
tance. During trips and appearances, Chrestman carries an emer-
gency bag with medications and equipment to assist in restoring
normal breathing if Bully were to experience problems. She also
has a doggie water bottle if he needs hydration.

At home games, Bully rides with Chrestman in a golf cart
to his various appearances at FanFair and alumni functions
before he arrives at Davis-Wade Stadium. The permanent dog-
house built at the stadium for Bully has a concrete floor that con-
tains copper pipes. Cool water is pumped through the pipes so
that Bully will have a comfortable place to lie down should tem-
peratures climb.

Is there anything Bully will refuse? Just one thing, accord-
ing to Kern.

“He does not like to take medications in tablet form,” she
said. “He can find pills when we hide them in a doggie treat or
food. We have to be quick on the draw.”

Such is the life of this special dog.
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“Bully knows exactly

when it’s game day.

When he sees us get

out the traditional

MSU leather harness,

he automatically goes

into work mode.”
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