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Organized 38 years ago to encourage youth to become involved
in exhibiting livestock, the Dixie National Sale of Junior
Champions still meets that goal and much more.

R.O. Buckley of Starkville said magnificent animals, hard-
working youth and generous buyers are the key components in
one of the best youth livestock sales in the country.

Buckley, now 89, was instrumental in establishing the sale.
A charter member of the sales committee in the late 1960s, he pro-
moted the sale beyond his retirement as a livestock specialist
from Mississippi State University’s Extension Service in 1979,
serving on the sale committee for almost four decades. He
remembers when the goal was to sell each animal just a little
above the market price.

“We wanted to encourage other kids to try harder and
to inspire more kids to get involved in the livestock program,”
Buckley said. “Over the years, the buyers have been faithful
and generous. They want to help the kids and know it’s a
good program.”

Since the sale began in 1970, buyers have paid more than
$3.5 million for the champion and reserve champion market ani-
mals exhibited at the Dixie National by Mississippi’s 4-H and
FFA youth.

In this February’s sale, the prices were more than “a little
above” market prices. The 2007 grand champion steer tied the
previous record of $17 per pound, a far cry from that month’s
national average market price of 91 cents per pound. Because of
his size, the animal brought a record total of $22,916.

Buyers helped set a new record price for the grand cham-
pion lamb when they paid $60 per pound for a total price of
$9,060. At a public bid sale, the price would have been closer to 82
cents per pound.

The grand champion market goat brought a record $80 per
pound, significantly higher than the $1 per pound averages post-
ed at public bid sales in February. Even though the grand cham-
pion hog did not set a record at $25 per pound, it was still much
better than the 35 cents per pound live weight average.

“The buyers like the idea of rewarding the hard-working
young people,” said Bill Lampton, chairman of the sales committee.

His family’s company, Ergon, has been involved with the
sale since the first years. Lampton said the sales committee also
works hard all year to round up buyers to take part in the sale
each February.

“Sometimes buyers come from the exhibitor’s community
out in the state just to support that young person, but usually buy-
ers return year after year because they appreciate the benefits of
the program,” he said.

In 1993, the sales committee added scholarship opportuni-
ties for livestock exhibitors who did not have animals in the sale,
Lampton said. They awarded a single $1,000 scholarship that year.

In 2007, the sales committee distributed $35,500 worth of
scholarships to 33 exhibitors. The five largest scholarships, $1,500
each, were awarded to the premier exhibitors in beef, dairy,
lambs, hogs and goats. Academic scholarships for $1,000 each
went to 25 high school seniors. Additional $1,000 scholarships
were awarded to three supreme exhibitors in the categories of
dairy female, beef female and beef bull.

Dean Jousan, 4-H livestock specialist, said the scholarship
requirements vary for each category, but all are the result of hard
work and dedication.

“These scholarship recipients have developed persever-
ance and learned a lot of life skills,” Jousan said. “Now, they can
take the money from these scholarships as a reward for their hard
work. We want to encourage them to continue with their life
goals by going to college and equipping themselves for the next
stage of life.”

A 1997 scholarship recipient, Jana Sims Everett, and her
two siblings were active in the Tishomingo County 4-H live-
stock program.

“Showing livestock was our biggest 4-H activity; it was our
life. It’s also how I met my husband,” she said.

While her brother was the only sibling in their family to
place a hog in the sale, they all benefited from the livestock expe-
rience and the scholarship program.

“As a child, I was totally shy. Being in the livestock pro-
gram made a difference in my ability to stand in front of people,”
said Everett, now a teacher in the Starkville School District. “All
three of us depended on scholarships and grant money to be able
to attend college.”

Bryan Williams of Jackson took part in the Dixie National
Junior Livestock Show for 10 years before earning his spot in the
2001 Sale of Junior Champions.

“It was always my goal to make it into the Sale of
Champions. In the process, I learned a lot of responsibility and
self-discipline,” Williams said. “I was able to take the money from
selling my steer and use it for my education.”

By Linda Breazeale

Dixie National…Dixie National…
Sale Promotes a Champion Spirit
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